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The Good News

= PDA use exemplifies both intrinsic and
extrinsic motivation
= Some tentative support for learning
enhancement as a function of use
— Significantly better exam scores
— Significant improvement on final exam after
“tatoes” use (with midterm as a covariant)
= Some support for constructive alignment
as a moderator
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The Not So Good News

= Once students arrived at the right answer
in “tatoes”, they quit!

= No special evidence of deep learning

= Still dealing with relative low usage
numbers and decreasing use over time

= Mobile devices less used (and less useful)
if not embedded in the learning system

- Exposed need for faculty development as
well as student appreciation for different
styles of learning
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Changing Circumstances

= PDAs are dead! New mobile phone
features re-invigorate application options
— Global positioning
— Heightened processing power
— Commercial “Apps Store” applications

= Students (and faculty) increasingly using
data services

= Complications of multiple platforms

= Conceptualization of “learning bubble”
surrounding student
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Lessons Learned

= Importance of student appreciation for
different styles of learning

= Need for broader mobile device acceptance
= Necessity for portfolio of applications

= Need for faculty development and active
engagement in creating learning activities

= Importance of institutional commitment and
infrastructure

= Need for continued evaluation and mobile
device design evolution
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The future Is
challenging,
but bright!!
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